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Two separate surveys suggest that Britain's teenagers are amongst the heaviest drug-users and drinkers in Europe. The British government has introduced a number of measures to tackle the use and supply of drugs, particularly among young people.

The European School Survey Project on Alcohol and Other Drugs interviewed 15 and 16-year olds in 35 countries. 26% of boys and 29% of girls in the UK had indulged in binge drinking at least three times in the previous month. For the purpose of the study, binge drinking was classed as having more than five alcoholic drinks in a row. In the same survey, 42% of boys and 35% of girls admitted they had tried illegal drugs at least once.

According to another survey, by the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction, two in five 15-year-olds in the UK have tried cannabis. This number is higher than anywhere else in Europe. The UK has also the joint highest number of young cocaine users, alongside Spain.

The British government has recently unveiled new plans to fight the problem of drug abuse in the United Kingdom, also among teenagers. According to the new proposals, young offenders will have to attend drug treatment as part of community service. British police will be able to give people blood tests for drugs when they arrest them, not just when they charge them with an offence. Dealers working near a school or using children to help sell drugs will face tougher penalties. 

But schools also try to fight the problem of drug use themselves. At the beginning of 2005 a British state school has introduced for the first time random drug testing. Students from a school in Kent will have mouth swabs taken to detect drug use. Each week 20 names will be selected by computer and the swabs sent off to a drug testing laboratory. Results will be available three days later. The school's head teacher says that no child will be tested against his or her wishes. Children who test positive will not be expelled from the school, but those who sell drugs will.

Vocabulary
	1.-measure
	a) a school maintained by the state, providing free education



	2.-tackle
	b) uncontrolled drinking over a period of time

	3.-supply
	c)shared, common



	4.-indulged
	d)) try to deal with something (a problem)



	5.-binge drinking

	e) tests taken with a small piece of cotton which is put into a person's mouth in order to take a sample of their saliva



	6.-was classed as

	f) together with; next to



	7.-joint

	g) forced to leave

	8.-alongside

	h) made known publicly; revealed



	9.-unveiled

	i) here: an action to achieve some purpose

	10.-charge them with

	j) if you indulge (in something), you take pleasure in it



	11.-dealers
	k) provision of something which is needed



	12.-state school

	l) without a plan; irregular



	13.-random
	m) was categorised as



	14.-mouth swabs

	n) accuse them of



	15.-expelled
	o) here: people selling drugs




Teenagers and drugs in Spain 

New figures released by the Spanish Minister of Health indicate that drug-taking amongst Spanish teenagers continues to rise at a worrying rate and further confirms the need to revise the National Drugs Initiative. 

The figures released yesterday are the result of a survey carried out by the government in secondary schools. Teenagers between 14 and 18 participated in the nationwide survey. According to the results, the number of teenagers who admit to taking cocaine is now four times as high as it was in 1994, and the number of people who smoke cannabis has doubled. 87 per cent of teenagers consider that it is easy to buy alcohol, 64 per cent find it easy to buy cannabis, and 53.8 per cent have no problem in getting sleeping tablets. 

It is not unusual to see young teenagers smoking at the gates of secondary schools - private and state schools alike - and parents who try to exert more control over this age group will be used to having arguments with 12, 13 and 14-year olds about wanting to "go out" .It is not uncommon in Spanish towns to see young teenagers out on Saturday nights, drinking alchohol and smoking cannabis in big groups in parks in a relatively new phenomenon called in Spanish a "botellón" (literally, "big bottle"). 

The most worrying thing about the ridiculously high number of young teenagers who take drugs is that they do not see any danger related to it. Maybe this is because cannabis has always been relatively easy to get hold of in Spain. Maybe society needs to think about what to offer this age group so that they don't start looking for excitement through damaging substances..... 

Whatever the reasons, it seems obvious that, given the results of this very comprehensive survey (25,521 school children from 573 schools participated in it), urgent action must be taken  to solve this very serious problem which threatens to ruin the lives of thousands of adolescents in Spain. 
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Find the meaning of the words in bold 
